MY CIVIC ENGAGEMENT PLAN

How can you effectively support what matters most to you and lead a more civic life? Use this guide to develop your own civic engagement plan.

Define your VALUES Define your INTERESTS

|dentify |dentify How Are Your Values
Your Top 3 Values. Your Issue Areas. and Issue Areas Connected?
Community: Feeling connected to a group of people Animal Welfare
Compassion: Concern for the well-being of others Arts and Culture
Courage: Facing difficult things, despite adversity or fear Disaster Response
Equity: Appreciating diversity and seeking fairness without bias Education
Family: Fostering relationships with loved ones Environment
Freedom: Choosing your own actions Equity
Innovation: Creating a new way to do something Family Services
Integrity: Acting according to your values Health and Wellness
Justice: Striving for what is morally or ethically right Homelessness and Housing
Volunteer Arlington
Leadership: Guiding others toward a common goal Hunger connects individuals,
Loyalty: Staying committed to a person or cause Immigrant or Refugee Services groups, and businesses
with hundreds of nonprofit
Personal Growth: Developing self-awareness and learning new skills Senior Services and county organizations
Resilience: Recovering from adversity Veterans needing your support.
Spiritual Growth: Connecting to something greater than your self Workforce Development
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Stewardship: Preserving and protecting natural and financial resources Other:

Tradition: Honoring customs from a previous generation

Other:



STEP 4: Brainstorm Ideas and Actions You Could Take
to Support Your Civic Engagement Plan.

Get creative and make sure your action steps align with what is needed by the causes and
organizations you are interested in supporting. And remember, it may be as simple as talking

to your friends and family.

LISTEN & LEARN
Staying informed, thinking critically
and educating yourself before acting.
This should always be the first step to
taking action.

DONATE

Sharing personal resources such as
money, goods, or services to advance
acause.

VOTE

Engaging in the political process,
from participating in elections to
supporting efforts that increase
engagement in these elections.

Multiple Ways To Serve

The Points of Light Civic Circle® helps individuals
connect to opportunities and understand that doing good
comes in many forms. This framework represents your
power to lead, lend support, take action for causes you
care about, and lead a civic life. Scan the QR to explore
the Civic Circle®.

pointsoflight.org/civic-circle

STEP 5: Identify Organizations Addressing Your Issues.

Learn about our partners at volunteerarlington.org/partners

VOLUNTEER

Sharing time and talent to advance a
cause or support resolution for a
societal issue without personal gain.

WORK

Making choices about employment
based on the values and purpose of
the place you work or how you can
leverage workplace giving programs
to support a cause.

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR
Identifying a need that has not been
met by traditional institutions,
structures and systems, and using an

entrepreneurial spirit to drive change .

STEP 6: Identify Next Steps.

Using your ideas from the framework in step four, identify up to three action steps.
Remember that incorporating “Listening & Learning” into your planis a
meaningful action.

SERVICE
Committing time, energy, and talent
to public, national, or military service.

VOICE

Influencing your network to raise
awareness, promote, protest, advocate,
or advance a cause or social issue.

PURCHASE POWER
Making spending decisions that
reflect your values or advance a
cause you care about.

STEP 7: Take Action, and Spread the Word.

Now that you have discovered what’s important to you and how you plan to make a
difference, make that first step in activating your civic engagement plan. Take the
knowledge you’ve acquired, and start a conversation with your family, friends,
coworkers, or neighbors. You will be an ambassador for good.
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